
Jumping into the social media fray, Google is 

giving Facebook a run for its money with its 

new application, Google+. This one allows you to 

form circles, separating personal from profes-

sional, create video “hangouts” where up to 9 

people can come together (think Skype), you 

can play games in the game rooms, plus it has a 

great public search function (“What’s a good 

restaurant in this part of the city?) combining 

regular Google results with your Goodle+ cir-
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Want to Google 
like a librarian?  

Attend one of 
these lunch/activity 
sessions in the  

library: 
 
11-9-11 (Wed.) 
11-10-11 (Thurs.) 

11-15-11 (Tues.) 
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Information Literacy: what is it & why do I care? 

Google+...a new way to share 

Information Literacy is the ability:  

to identify what information is needed,  
to understand how information is  

organized,  
to identify the best sources of  

information,  

to locate those sources, 

to evaluate them critically, 

to share that information.  
This skill set has become increasingly 

critical because of the growing ocean 

of information that is available from so 

many different directions: blogs, wikis, 

RSS feeds, news media, tweets...you 

know, you’re treading water in that 

same ocean I’m sure!  We as teachers 

know not all information is created equal:  

some is authoritative, current, and reliable, 

but some is biased, out of date, misleading, 

or false.  However, evaluating, organizing, 

locating, synthesizing and thinking critically 

about information is not an automatic skill. It 

must be taught!  

 
This rapidly evolving and increasingly con-

nected landscape means that we have to 

change what we do and how we do it. To 

that end information literacy must become a 

key focus in our classrooms, and because we 

are a school that is technologically forward 

thinking, we must facilitate and enhance our girls’ 

ability to harness the power of information. The 

library is here to help! We welcome the opportunity 

to come to you, to work with your students 1:1 or 

as a group, to teach the skills necessary for real in-

formation literacy. It won’t happen overnight, it’s a 

process, but we must be intentional about it and we 

must start sooner rather than later if we truly are to 

prepare them for life.  
Eisenberg, B. M., Lowe, C., & Spitzer, K. (2004). 

Information Literacy: Essential Skills for the Informa-

tion Age. 2nd. edition. Libraries Unlimited. 

Fitzgerald, M. A. (1999).  
Evaluating information: An information literacy 

challenge. School Library Media Research, 2. Re-

trieved from http://tinyurl.com/5wcql9u  
Kuhn, D. (1991). The skills of argument. New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Image: Information Overload by SparkCBC flickr used with 

permission, accessed through the Creative Commons. 

 

cle’s feedback. Tired of group texts where no 

one can “hear” what the other’s responses are? 

Google+ aggregates them into one group chat 

so it’s easier to follow. It also allows for instant 

photo uploads. This looks like a good one to 

play around with. Maybe I’ll see you in a GPS 

circle??  
 
 
 
For more information, click here. 

*Pumpkin above made from creative commons images “orange spines” (Shazz Mack Flickr) and “Communication Arts” Random letters Flickr with permission to modify. 

https://plus.google.com/up/?continue=https://plus.google.com/&type=st
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GPS teacher the next Spielberg? 

Have you heard about these cool new cameras we have in the  

library? We now have 2 Sony Handycam HD digital cameras that 

are available for checkout. Their picture and sound quality is awe-

some. Pair these with our fabulous new Mac desktop (a huge 

THANKS to Daniel and Mr. Tucker for their help with this!), and 

there you have it folks...we are set up for some “make you look way 

better than you really are” video editing capability in the library. 

The best part is that it’s so user-friendly, you can do it yourself! 

 

Want to add music, transitions, and then burn your video to DVD? 

Maybe you would rather upload your video to Vimeo (a cloud video 

sharing site) where you can send a link out and share your footage 

instantly? Feel free to set up an appointment and I (Katie) would 

be more than happy to show you how.  

 

Before you know it, you’ll be creating some videos even Steven 

Spielberg would admire.  

It’s getting cool outside but don’t use your projectors as space heaters! 

Cha-ching...those bulbs are expensive!  
*Remember to turn your projector off or put it in sleep mode if you aren’t 

using it for 30 minutes or more. 
-This green moment was brought to you on behalf of Katie’s tech budget and Mother Earth, thank you. 

Does the girl to the left appear to be levitating? Yes? That’s 
because she is. She’s one of several interesting characters in 
this year’s first faculty book club pick, Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs. While we did not in-
tentionally pick a spooky book for our October meeting, some-
how that’s exactly what we did.  
Please join us October 20th at 4 p.m. at Taziki’s Restaurant 
(432 Market St.) where we will discuss the creepy meeting 
place where photography meets fiction. Everyone is welcome! 



          
 

 

LiveBinders is your 3-ring binder for the Web 
Collect your resources 
Organize them neatly and easily 
Present them with pride 

Best of all, it's free! 
 

 

Here’s an example for a binder a math teacher created for her students: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You can create binders for anything, any curriculum, any hobby, sport, anything you wish to put 

together and best of all IT’S FREE and EASY to use. 

 

Contact a librarian to help you set up this resource today! 
 

A special thank you to the FINE ARTS department who took us up on our offer to host their Sept. 21st 

meeting. Not only did we enjoy bagels & coffee, we got to demo some relevant databases, show them 

our new cameras & brainstorm creative uses for them, and we shared with them this cool tool: 
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So tell us, what can we help YOUR department with?  
Schedule a department meeting with us and not only are you guaranteed 
to learn some cool new tricks & tools, you will get to enjoy a delicious 
breakfast courtesy of your favorite librarians!  



"A man's library 

is a sort of 

harem."  

 

- Ralph Waldo 

Emerson, The 

Conduct of Life  

When our college alums returned and talked to us, they wanted to know 

why we didn’t have JSTOR since it is a database that they use frequently in 

their college research. Therefore, in an effort to better prepare our students 

to use college library resources, we purchased this scholarly database that is 

appropriate for use in the upper school and for you, the faculty, should you 

take graduate classes.  

 

“JSTOR offers high-quality, interdisciplinary content to support scholarship 

and teaching. It includes over one thousand leading academic journals across 

the humanities, social sciences, and sciences, as well as select monographs 

and other materials valuable for academic work. Journals are always included 

from volume 1, issue 1. Beginning in 2011, current issues for more than 150 

journals will be available on JSTOR.”  

 
To access JSTOR for the first time ONLY, you will need a special link 

that is proprietary for GPS. Marty emailed you the information Oct. 

5th, but if you deleted it, no worries, just ask and she will send it 

again. 

 
For subsequent access, you may go directly to www.jstor.org 

and login from ANY location. As with all of our databases, the 

JSTOR link is on the library database page.  

 

 

 

JSTOR: Check it out! 

Katie or I will be glad to show you how to successfully use 

this rich resource. Just give us a call and we’ll be there!  

Need a break? We 

have some fun new 

Popular Magazines in 

the Library-pick one 

up to read today! 

Real Simple 
Entertainment 

Weekly 

Lucky 

In Style 

Allure 

Think your students could benefit from a little 1:1 instruction from the librarians?  

When you assign your first big project, consider requiring that they schedule 10 minute blocks with us during 

study halls/free time. If we have a heads-up re: their topic we can be armed and ready with timely, relevant 

resources and can do a little INFORMATION LITERACY instruction as well! We would LOVE to do this!! 

Help us help YOU as well as your STUDENTS! 

In search of a fun se-

ries to recommend to 

a young adult in your 

life?  

 
Check out James Pat-

terson’s YA Maximum 
Ride series. Ideal for 
5th grade and above 
and adults enjoy them 

too! Short chapters 
make them an excel-
lent choice for reluc-

tant readers.  
 

Our girls love them!!! 

http://www.jstor.org

