
download your notes, the PowerPoint you just cre-
ated or the photos for the important project you are 

working on together. Some solutions can be used 

straight from your Web browser. This means that you 

can access your files from any computer with an Inter-

net connection, no software required! Other services 

create a folder on your desktop that is linked to your 

cloud account. Once a file is put in the magic folder, 

the folder automagically sends a copy to any computers 
you have connected to the folder. There are also small 

apps that work in your laptop's background, syncing 

your data to the Web without you ever having do a 

thing. If your computer crashes, you would be snail-

mailed your data in the form of CDs or an external 

hard drive. 

 

So what are these magic services I'm talking about? 

Check out SugarSync, Dropbox, Backblaze or 

Crashplan when you get a chance. There are numer-

ous services out there, but I would rather endorse the 

ones that I know work. Most of them offer free ac-

counts that are several times the size of your server 
folder, and what is even neater, you can access it from 

home (or grandma's house). No need to carry around 

flash drives, CD's or even laptops anymore. 

 

Make sure you don‟t end up like the students I will 

surely meet today who lost all their files because their 

laptop fell off a desk or was infected by a virus. No 

more shedding tears over what is so easily avoided. 
Remember, no excuses. 

 

I don't want to sound over confident, but I think 
this might be the most important article you will 

read this year. Take it from someone who meets 

with devastated students on a daily basis and even 

the occasional teacher who suddenly lost years of 

his or her class notes and exam files: it is never a 

fun experience to go through, for either of us. 

 

Cleanliness is next to godliness, but in the IT de-
partment backing up files leads to pure righteous-

ness. You would think our intelligent, tech-savvy 

school would heed our experts and back up, back 

up, back up, but unfortunately, most people ignore 

the saintly rule until it is just too late. 
 
In IT, we see that one of the biggest reasons stu-

dents and teachers forget to back up is that they 

simply do not know where to start, what tools to 

use, or how to go about it. Luckily, the process has 

become relatively simple and once set, is often 

completely automated. Never again will your 

music library, school files or precious photos 

of your grandparents’ wedding anniversary 
be lost to you forever. 

 

With cloud computing growing in popularity, so has 

online file storage solutions. There are excellent 

services available that often come with awesome 

features like one-click sharing of files between all 

your devices (desktop, laptop, iPad and cellphone). 

You can even share files with your friends by simply 
sending them a hyperlink which they can use to 
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History is gossip well told. 

No Excuses and No More Tears: 

Daniel Millbank’s Guide to Cloud Computing 

 The Faculty Book Club is going to have a very special 

meeting after school Thursday, April 7th hosted by 

Linda Mines at her house in Cummings Cove. All are 

invited and we hope you will come! In Linda‟s honor, 

find a historical novel of a time period that is special to 

you. It can be a classic, a new find, a newly published 

treasure, or one you‟ve wanted to read for a long 

time. Please contact Marty Vaughn or Katie  

Archambault if you are interested in joining us for 

books, wine, and laughter! 

https://www.sugarsync.com/
http://www.dropbox.com
http://www.backblaze.com
http://www.crashplan.com
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Experience Our New Library Web Site! 

 

Good news! The library web site is cooler than ever, super organized and oh, so easy to use thanks 

to Katie Archambault.  After looking at tons of other library web sites, talking about what works 

and why, Katie has worked long and hard to update, glamorize and make our web site fun and easy 

to use.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The opening page contains a 

video book trailer created by 

a student . . . listen and 

watch and see if you want to 

read this wonderful book.  

We have a 

Flickr slide 

show of stu-

dents caught 

reading, study-

ing and enjoying 

being in the 

library.  

All of our new books are featured on this page (brought to you by 

LibraryThing)  . . . click on the book cover and see if the book you 

selected is something you would like to check out!  

We even have 

a blog of book 

reviews . . . 

click on the 

heart-shaped 

book shelf and 

see what stu-

dents and col-

leagues are 

reading!   

Our database page has been updated and made much more use-

able so explore and find out how easy it is to find just the infor-

mation you need when you need it! And remember . . . we are here 

for you to help you in any way we can to make teaching and learn-

ing easier, more effective and a richer experience! 



One of the things that I love most 

about GPS is the community of read-

ers that we have here. Not only do we have 

well-read faculty and administrators, but so 

many of our students are ravenous readers! 

It‟s awesome! Know what else I love? Big read-

ers are revered, not shamed for their book-

worminess like they might be in other schools.  

How often do we go to browse the shelves of 

a library or bookstore and think 

“Hmmmm...I‟m not sure what I‟m in the mood 

for. I know I want something really good but 

nothing‟s just jumping out at me.” Then we 

turn to our friend and we say “What have you 

read recently that was exceptionally good?” 

Guess what? We‟ve created a tool for doing 

just this! 

It‟s called bookbloggin‟ and it‟s a place for GPS 

readers to (drum roll please) recommend great 

books for each other. This means faculty and 

students alike. This means you get to tell people 

why they should read an amazingly good, 

thought provoking, life changing, or simply fun 

book. A recent contest (which admittedly used 
a doughnut party for the English class with the 

most participation—clearly a bribe), brought in 

over 60 good student book reviews! Check out 

bookbloggin‟ today.  

(http://bookbloggin.wordpress.com).  

Send Marty or Katie a short review (don‟t for-

get author and which genre(s) your book would 

fall under) and tell us what great book we 

should read next. You can subscribe to see what 

others are recommending. We welcome your 

voice! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re bookbloggin’. Are you?! 

Page 3 Volume 1I, Issue 2 

Cool New Tool! 
Did you notice how I made the “Book” logo on Bookbloggin‟ out of a bunch of literary terms? I used the 

uber-cool new tool we have discovered, Tagxedo (http://www.tagxedo.com).  

Think about your curriculum, your classroom walls, and just imagine the possibilities! 

For some awesome ideas, look here at 101 Ways to use Tagxedo (tag-zee-do...a lot like ar-sham-bo) :)  

http://blog.tagxedo.com/101-ways-to-use-tagxedo-completed  

http://bookbloggin.wordpress.com/
http://www.tagxedo.com/
http://blog.tagxedo.com/101-ways-to-use-tagxedo-completed


SUCCESS! Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  
a hit among students and faculty alike!  

"In the nonstop 
tsunami of  global 
information,  
librarians provide 
us with floaties 
and teach us how 
to swim."  
-- Linton Weeks, 
Washington Post 

Amazing Professional Development—Just a Click Away! 

According to our world renowned 6th and 7th grade tech guru, Elizabeth Resnick, if 
there is one site that you visit daily for a dose of professional development and class-
room enrichment ideas, this is it. She says, “This is the most amazing source that I 
know of.” Wow! That’s quite the endorsement! 
  

FREE TECHNOLOGY FOR TEACHERS: Free Resources and  
Lesson Plans For Teaching With Technology  

(http://www.freetech4teachers.com/)  
 
This Edublog award winning site is chock full of useful, interesting information that can 
help you be a better teacher. You can search the blog by subject, but also browse to 
find fun games, videos, ebooks, web sites, and more that can help enrich your class 
lessons. Shake things up a bit! Get some ideas to make learning fun and exciting! 
This is your tool to do it.  
 
Elizabeth subscribes to the blog so emails come to her every day! Give it a go—we’re 
99.9% sure you’ll be happy you did. 

On January 5th, the Brock Conference Room was opened to faculty and students interested in dis-

cussing the amazing book, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Fifteen students and eleven faculty mem-

bers were in attendance(!). The talk was a huge success and prompted thoughtful discussion. One 
memorable topic was whether or not we can come up with solutions to world problems from a 

„comfortable‟ vantage point or if, like William, one must experience the need to be inspired to ac-

tion. Can visiting a place through a book inspire us enough to take action or do we need to actually 

go there in person, see what they see, feel what they feel?   

 
A huge thanks is owed to TVA‟s Rick Carson for lending us the fun 6 ft. turbine that many of you 
saw in the library, to Jack Denton, McCallie art department head and the McCallie sculpture stu-

dents for lending us their creative windmill interpretations, and to our memorable Impact speaker, 

Mr. Robbin Russell who lent us the mini-turbines to display in the library.   

Have an idea for a great book to promote and discuss next year? Send it on!! 

http://www.freetech4teachers.com/

